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Grading System Explanation 
Undergraduate Career 

 
A (-) Highest Level of Attainment 
B (+,-) High Level of Attainment 
C (+,-) Adequate Level of Attainment 
D (+) Minimal Passing Level of Attainment 
F Failed - Unacceptable Performance 
FA Failed - Unacceptable Performance  

(Absent from final exam but could not have passed even if 
exam had been taken) 

PS Passing grade for course using Pass/Fail grading 
SP Satisfactory Progress (Authorized only for first portion of 

Honors Program) 
 

Doctor of Dental Surgery Career 
 

A Highest Level of Attainment 
B High Level of Attainment 
C Adequate Level of Attainment 
D Minimal Passing Level of Attainment 
F Failed - Unacceptable Performance 
PS Passing grade for course using Pass/Fail grading 

  

Doctor of Pharmacy Career 
 

A Highest Level of Attainment 
B High Level of Attainment 
C Adequate Level of Attainment 
F Failed - Unacceptable Performance 
FA Failed - Unacceptable Performance 

(Absent from final exam but could not have passed even if exam 
had been taken) 

H Clear Excellence 
IP In Progress 
P Entirely Satisfactory 
PS Passing grade for course using Pass/Fail grading 

 

Doctor of Medicine Career 
 
The School of Medicine produces separate transcripts for students entering 
prior to Fall 2014 and seeking the MD degree. 
 
Expanded grade information is available at: 
http://www.med.unc.edu/ome/registrar/transcripts 
 
 

CO Conditional-final grade pending reexamination and/or limited 
additional academic work 

COF Fail after remediation 
COP Pass after remediation 
F Failed 
H Honors - Clear Excellence 
HP High Pass - Above Average 
P Pass - Entirely Satisfactory 

 

Graduate Career 
 

H High Pass 
P Pass 
L Low Pass 
F Failed 

 
Graduate grades of H, P, and L should not be interpreted as equivalent to 
undergraduate grades of A, B, and C, do not accrue quality points, and do not 
generate GPA 
 
Note: Graduate students enrolled in courses numbered below 400 should 
receive undergraduate grades 

Law Career 
 

A (+,-) Highest Level of Attainment 
B (+,-) High Level of Attainment 
C (+,-) Adequate Level of Attainment 
D (+) Minimal Passing Level of Attainment 
F Failed - Unacceptable Performance 
FA Failed - Unacceptable Performance 

(Absent from final exam but could not have passed even if exam 
had been taken) 

PS Passing grade for course using Pass/Fail grading 
 

 
Other Grade Symbols Shared Across Careers 

 
AB Absent from Exam F* Administratively assigned after failure to convert an Incomplete (IN) 

or absence (AB) to a grade within the allowed time 
NR No grade reported 

BE (By Exam) Credit by examination without enrollment in the course  PL (Placement) Credit based on an evaluation which places the student 
in an advanced course CC (Composition Condition) May be assigned in addition to any regular 

grade and indicates marked deficiency in English composition 
IN Work Incomplete  

 NE No Grade Expected W Withdrawn without penalty 
 NG (No Grade) No grade assigned  

Recorded for all “General Registration” (Course number 400) or 
Judicial Pending cases 

XF Failure due to an honor court violation and can be changed to a 
grade of F if student completes prescribed steps to remediate the 
violation 

   *** (No Report) Class Roll not received 
 

 
Course Numbering System 

The numbers assigned to Courses are normally categorized as follows: 

Quality Points and Quality Point Average 

Quality Point Average is determined by dividing the sum of quality points by the sum of semester hours. Grades of NE, NG, NR, PS, SP, BE, 
PL, W, H, P and L do not generate quality points. Grades of IN and AB in the Undergraduate career (ONLY) are treated as an F. 
 
Quality point values, per semester hour, are assigned as shown below: 

           
A+ 4.30  B+ 3.30  C+ 2.30  D+ 1.30 
A 4.00  B 3.00  C 2.00  D 1.00 
A- 3.70  B- 2.70  C- 1.70  F 0.00 
         XF 0.00 

Effective Fall 2006 Courses Primarily For 
  
001 - 199 First Years and Sophomores 
200 - 399 Juniors  and Seniors 
400 - 699 Advanced Undergraduates and Graduate Students 
700 - 999 Graduate Students Only 

 

Length of the Year: The year consists of two regular semesters of approximately seventeen weeks and a summer session which is divided into two terms of approximately five and one half weeks each. 
Credit Hours: One semester credit is the value of each lecture hour or two to three laboratory hours per week whether or not the course was passed.  
Release of Information: A transcript is a confidential document that cannot be released to a third party without the written consent of the student. This is in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974. 
Academic Standing: A student is in good academic standing unless otherwise noted on the transcript. Disciplinary penalties are shown only when these are in effect at the time the transcript is issued.  
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